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15 Kasim Pazar (Golyaz: Kiiltiirevi)

I. Oturum

Oturum Baskani: Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin

10.15 - 10.30  Prof. Dr. ibrahim Hakan Mert, Apollonia ad Rhyndakos’taki Girlandli Friz
Bloklan

10.30 - 10.45 Dog. Dr. Derya Sahin, Apollonia ad Rhyndakos Kentinin Tarihi ve Sikkeleri
10.45 -11.00 Asiye Gozde Ar, Apollonia ad Rhyndakos’ta Apollon Kiiltii

11.00 - 11.15  Yrd. Dog. Dr. Ahmet Bilir - Yrd. Do¢. Dr. Oktay Dumankaya, Apollonia ad
Rhyndakos’tan Propontis’e/From Apollonia ad Rhyndacus to Propontis

11.15-11.30 Dog. Dr. Giiven Giimgiim, Apollonia ad Rhyndacum (Gélyazi) Kentinde
Degerlendirme Oncesi Tanima Caligmalarina Bir Ornek

11.30 Ople Yemegi ve Golyazt Gezisi
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Onsoz
Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligt tarafindan “Marka Kentler Projesi”ne dahil edilen sehirler ara-
sinda yer alan Bursa'da, Niliifer ilcesinin de turizme kazandirilmast ile ilgili calismalar yapimak-
tadrr. Niliifer Belediyesi de, yonetimi altmdaki yerlegim birimlerini daha iyi tanimak, kiltir varlik-
lar1 konusundaki potansiyelini anlamak, boylelikle isabetli ve daha verimli hizmetler yiiriitebilmek

amactyla inceleme ve aragtirma ¢aligmalarint desteklemeye baslamistir. Osmanlt Donemi ve Gncesine

ait bilinenlerin yok denecek kadar az oldugu Niliifer ilgesini de turizm alanlart icerisine dahil etmek
amacryla sahip oldugu kiiltiir mirastnin kayit alting alinmast kararlastindmigtir. Niliifer Belediyesi
tarafindan diizenlenen “Odryses’ten Niliifer’e Uluslararas Niliifer Sempozyumu”, Antik Cag'dan
giiniimiize kadar bu bolgede yasayan kiiltiirlerin izlerini siirmek, giniimiiz Niliiferlisinin demogra-
fik ve etnografik yapisini incelemek, giiniimiize ulagabilen somut ve soyut kiiltiir varliklarini tespit
ederek kayit altina almak amaciyla diizenlenmistir. Genis kapsamli konular ve ¢ok sayida katilimci-
min bildiri ve sunumlari bu beklentiyi biiyiik oranda kargilamighir.

Bu sempozyumu bienal haline getirerek en azindan her iki yilda bir diizenleyerek eksik kalan
konu basliklarimn ele alinmast ve Niliifer ilgesi hakkindaki bilinmeyenlerin bir nebze daha bilinir ol-

masina katk: saglamak artik zorunlu hale gelmigtir.

Aklimizdan cikarmamanuz gereken bir deyisi burada hatirlatmak isteriz: “Tarihini bilmeyen
milletlerin cografyalarini da bagkalar: belirler”. Tiirklerin tarih yaptigr ama tarih yazmadigi ulusla-
rarast mahfillerde soylenegelmektedir. Bu ifadenin haklii§iny, tarih disiplinindeki bagvuru kaynakla-
rimin hep yabanct yazarlar tarafindan kaleme alindigini gordiigimiizde anlayabiliyoruz. Bizim kiil-
tiirel birikimimizi bizden iyi kimse anlamadig1 gibi, bizden iyi de kimse yazamaz.

“Odryses’ten Niliifer’e Uluslararas: Niliifer Sempozyumu” ve elinizdeki kitap bu diisturla ¢ik-
tigimiz yola anlam katmigtir, Niliifer'in farkhiliklarint ve degerini ortaya koyan sempozyumun dii-
zenlenmesini ve sonrasinda hazirlanan bildiri kitabinin basilmasini destekleyen Niliifer Belediyes
Baskan: Mustafa Bozbey'e minnettariz. Kiiltiir ve Sosyal Isler Miidiirii Giiney Ozkiling’a, Tarih ve
Turizm Biirosu ¢alisanlart Onur Ulutas, Nurgiil Cetin ve Evrim Koksal'a ¢ok tesekkiir ederiz. Sun-
duklar: bildirileri ile sempozyumu renklendiren ve sonrasinda makaleleri ile sempozyum kitabina
katki saglayan bilim insant ve aragtirmacilara da tesekkiirlerimizi sunmak isteriz.

Bursa - 2015 Editorler
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Niliifer International Symposium ‘From Odrysses to Niliifer

Foreword

In Bursa —a city included by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism in the “Brand Cities Project”
— endeavours are made so that the District of Niliifer develops its touristic potential as well. Niliifer
Municipality has started supporting research studies with the aim to acquire a better knowledge of
the settlements contained within its administration, to understand their potentials concerning thetr
cultural assets and to be able, in this way, to offer targeted and more efficient services. In the district
of Niliifer -for the Ottoman and pre- Ottoman past of which we know so few that could be counted
as almost nothing at all- it has been decided that its cultural heritage is recorded so that the district
is included among touristic regions. The International Symposium of Niltifer “From Odrysses to
Niliifer”, organized by Niliifer Municipality, was conducted with the aim to follow the traces of
the cultures of this region from Antiquity until today, to study the demographic and ethnographic
structure of contemporary Niliifer population and to detect and record the tangible and intangible
cultural assets of the region which survive until today. The wide-ranging subjects and the high
number of papers and presentations have fulfilled to a high degree this expectation.

It has by now been considered imperative that this symposium is rendered biennial and that
through its organization every two years titles which have been found lacking are added, so that a
tiny bit from the things we don’t know is contributed to the things we now know concerning the dis-

trict of Niliifer.

We would like to remind here a saying which should never slip our minds: “Nations that do
not know their history have their geographies drawn by others”. It is often said in international fora
that Turks make history but do not know how to write it. We can understand the righteousness of this
phrase when we see that all reference works in the discipline of history have always been written by
foreigners. As no one knows our cultural wealth better than us, no one can write it better.

The road we took following these principles resulted in the International Symposium of Niliifer
“From Odrysses to Niliifer” and in its book of proceedings. We are grateful to the Mayor of the Mu-
nicipality of Niliifer, Mr Mustafa Bozbey, for organizing this symposium which put forth the distinct
characteristics and the value of Niliifer, as well as for supporting the following publication of its book
of proceedings. We are thankful to the Director of Cultural and Social Affairs of the Municipality of
Niliifer, Mr Giiney Ozkiling, and to the personnel of the Office of History and Tourism, Mr Onur
Ulutas, Mrs Nurgiil Cetin and Mrs Evrim Koksal. We would also like to thank all scientists and re-
searchers who enriched our symposium and contributed to its book of proceedings.

Bursa - 2015 The Editors
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Apollonia ad Rhyndacum’tan Propontis’e

Erom Apollonia ad Rhyndacum to Propontis

Ahmet Bilir
Oktay Dumankaya™

ABSTRACT

I Antiguity cities in Anatolia were founded along riverbeds or near water resources. The most
erective shortcut in order to intersect from the seashore towards the interior was through river trans-
portation. On the other hand our information on the implementation of this method facilitating trans-
ports in Antiquity is extremely limited. Some ancient authors provide information on the capacity,
depth, and other characteristic features of rivers, as well as on their suitability for transport. Apart
from this, river boats and river transports are depicted on reliefs. In addition, apart from the person-
ified river deities which are depicted on coins of autonomous cities, symbolic motifs such as a vessel’s
prow, stern and helm are also proofs that river transport was performed in a city. On the coins of
Apollonia ad Rhyndacum, Rhyndacus is depicted in a lying position, naked above the waist with his
left elbow turned reclining upon a pouring hydria, and his right hand depicted as if he is pointing at
the vessel’s stern. Here emphasis is on the river water pouring out of the hydria.

Another characteristic symbol of river deities are vessels’ prow, stern and helm. These depic-
tions which are met in coins from the Roman Imperial Period must have been used in order to stress
the existence of river transportation. It is remarkable that symbols such as a vessel’s prow and stern,
which we are used to see in depictions of rivers flowing into Pontus Euxeinus, are only found, apart
from there, in depictions of Rhyndacus flowing into Propontis. From their minted coins it is under-
stood that the peaple of Apollonia had accumulated wealth thanks to their successful transfer of the
sea commerce network into the interior by taking advantage of geographical possibilities. The Apollo-
nians stressed the importance which Rhyndacus had in their conscience by personifying him on their
coins.

The most commonly depicted personification together with that of rivers was that of cornuco-
pia. In the Roman Imperial Period cornucopia symbolized agricultural productivity of lands watered

* Asat. Prof, Duzce University, Science and Letters Faculty, Department of Archaeology, Duzce/TR. E-mail: ahmetbilir@duzce edu.tr

** Asgst. Prof. Kahramanmaras Sutcu Imam University, Science and Letters Faculty, Department of Archaeology, Kahramanmaras/TR.
E- mail: oktaydumankaya@gmail.com
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Keywords
Apollonia ad Rhyndacum, Propontis, Odryses, Golvazi, Ancient River Trade, Ancient River

Boats.

OZET

Antik Cag'da Anadolu'da kentler, nehir kenarlarina veva su kaynaklarina yakin yerlere kurul-
mugtur. Kiyidan i¢ kesimlere katetmenin en kestirme yolu ise nehir tasimacihign ile miimkiin olmus-
tur. Buna karsin Antik Cag'da tagrmaciliga kolaylik getiren bu yontemin uygulanmasi konusundaki
bilgilerimiz son derece kisitlidir. Bazi Antik yazarlar tarafindan, nehirlerin kapasiteleri, deriniikleri,
karakteristik ozelliklers ve tagrmaciliga uygun olup olmadiklar ile ilgili bilgiler verilmektedir. Bu-

nun diginda kabartmalar iizerinde nehir tekneleri ve nehir tasimaciliginin gosterildigi betimlemeler
bulunmaktadir. Ayrica otonom kent sikkeleri iizerinde betimlenen personifize edilmis nehir tanrst
diginda, gemi pruvas: veya pupas: ve diimeni gibi simgesel motifler, o kentte nehir tastmacili§rmn
yapldigina dair kanitlan olugturmaktadir. Apollonia ad Rhyndakum sikkelerinde ise Rhyndakos,
belden yukanst ¢iplak bir bicimde uzamir vaziyette, sol dirsegini devrilmis, akmakta olan bir hyd-
ria'ya yaslams ve sag eliyle de gemi pupasini igaret eder sekilde betimlenmistir. Burada hydria’dan
dokiilen su nehrin akintisina vurgu yapmaktadir.

Nehir tanrilarinin bir diger atribiiti ise gemi pruvasi, pupas: ve diimenidir. Roma Imparator-
luk Dénemi’ne ait sikkelerde karsilastigimiz bu tasvirler nehir tasimaciligin vurgulamak igin kulla-
nilmis olmalidir. Pontus Euxeinos’a dokiilen nehirlerin tasvirinde gormeye alisik oldugumuz gemi
pruvast veya pupast gibi simgelere bu nehirler disinda sadece Propontis’e dokiilen Rhyndakos tas-
virlerinde rastlanmasi dikkat cekicidir. Deniz ticaret agini g6l ve nehir gibi cografi olanaklardan fay-
dalanarak i¢ kesimlere tagimay: basaran Apollonia halkinin, bu sayede zenginlik kazandig: bastirmis
olduklar: sikkelerden anlagilmaktadir. Rhyndakos'un tagidigr Gnemin bilincinde olan Apollonialilar
onu personifize ederek sikkeleri iizerinde vurgulamislardsr,

Nehir personifikasyonlar: ile birlikte goriilen en yaygn tasvirlerden bir digeri de corntict-
pia’dir. Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi'nde cornucopia nehir tanrisinin suladiga topraklardaki tarimsal
verimi simgelemektedir. Ayni nehir iizerinde tasimacilik yapan Hadrianeia ve Aizonoi kentlerinin
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sikkelerinde cornucopia tagiyan nehir tanrilaring rastlanmast bu kentlerin tarimsal iiretim anlamin-
da Apollonia’dan daha énde oldukiarin; diigiindiirmektedir. Bununla birlikte Apollonia'nin, mesafe

olarak Propontis’e daha yakin olmast disinda sikkelerinden de anlasilacagi iizere, nehir tagimaciligini
daha etkin kullandigint belirtmek miimkiindiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler

3 T D ir Ti , Antik
Apollonia ad Rhyndacum, Propontis, Odryses, Gilyazt, Antik Dinem Nehir Ticareti, Anti
Dénem Nehir Tekneleri.
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A Short History of Apollonia ad
Rhyndacum

Ancient Apollonian city which is lo-
cated near to Rhyndacus River, was found-
ed in the east side of Uluabat River in Bithy-
nia region, (fig. 1).' The city taking its name
from an Anatolian God Apollo, named
Apollonia ad Rhyndacum (AmoAAwvia
émtt Puvdakw, - Apollonia épi Ryndako),
meaning the city situated near to Musta-
fakemalpasa River, to distinguish the oth-
er cities that were named for Apollo.? Pliny
the Elder, in his work “Naturalis Historia”

1 Sevin, 2001: 31-32.
2 Texier, 2002: 245.

&
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(NH5, 32, 1-48; 5, 40, 17-29), explains gen-
eral information about the cities positioned
in the coastal south of Marmara. While he
is addressing Apollonia ad Rhyndacum, he
mentions the river which flows near to the
city, is a separator border line of Mysia and

Bithynia.’

According to Strabo, (Geog. XII, IIL
22; XII, VIII. 11) Rhyndacus starts in Aizan-
tis, gathers other rivers and takes the riv-
er Macestus (Adirnaz River) runs through
Ancyra in Abaeitis and flows into Propon-
tis (Marmara Sea), which is in front of Bes-

3 For some researchers this argument considered as valid. (Smith,
1854: 233, 355, 717), (Neumann, 1969: 1530-1533).
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bicus (Imrali). At the same time, the river
Odryses (Nilufer River) in Alazia emerges
from the lake Dascylitis (Manyas Lake) in
west runs through Mygdoia (Cyzicus) plain
and flows into Rhyndacus before it reaches
to the sea.

The city Apollonia ad Rhyndacum,
with the crafts of oracles in Didyma, was
re-established in 2nd century B.C. as a Mi-
letos colony.* However, it has been report-
ed that Apollonia was re-established by At-
talid Kingdom, and had no connection with
Miletos.”> Pliny the Elder (NH 5, 123) men-
tions this city was founded on the margin
of River Rhyndacus. Strabo (Geog. XII. VIIL.
10), nevertheless, situates the city on lake
Apolloniatis which Rhyndacus flows into.

In 1% century B.C. both Lucullus’ and
Mithridates’s legions waged a battle in Cy-
zicus siege on Rhyndacus River and Mithri-
dates sustained a defeat herein (Plutarch.

Lucullus, II. 11).6

In 1211, Latin emperor Henry and
Nicaea Emperor Theodore I, again con-
fronted at the same place and Henry won

through in this campaign.”

Rhyndacus River and Its
Geography

There are numerous runnels com-

4 Greaves, 2007: 19.

5 Magie 1950: 35-38, 113; Greaves, 2007: 19.
6 Arslan, 2007: 319-336.

7 Uzungargih, 2003: 47-50.

ing from high-rise mountains that main-
tain Rhyndacus River. Today Rhyndacus
River is commemorated with such rivers
as Mustafakemalpasa, Adirnaz, Orhaneli
which support it. It emerges from Dindy-
mas Mountain’s north side in Phrygia.

With the springs emerging from
Egrioz Mountain in Emet district, Ge-
diz district and with the springs emerging
from Saphane Mountain in Gediz district
in Kiitahya form Rhyndacus River. It flows
over northwest and when it passes to Mys-
ia Olympus, it curls north to Mysia’s direc-
tion (fig. 2).8

It flows into Mustafakemalpasa (Kir-
masti) River and Miletopolis and reaches
Artyniasee (Uluabat) Lake. The length of
Mustafakemalpasa River inside the border-
line of Bursa is 134 km but overall length is
230 km. Kirmasti River is the most impor-
tant spring that supports Uluabat Lake. Ul-
uabat Lake is triangle in shape, its length
east to west is 23-24 km, its width is 12 km
(fig. 3).

Macestus River is known as Simav or
Susurluk River in this day and time, takes
its springs from Saphane Mountain which
is near to Simav. It goes towards north in
Susurluk Plain and unites with Rhyndacus
in Miletopolis, pours in Propontis. It is the
biggest river that falls into Propontis (fig.
2-4).10

8 Ganschow, 1994: 638.
9 Aksoy-Ozsoy, 2001: 323,
10 Giiliim-Akgiin, 2011: 33-36.
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Marmara Sea

fig. 4
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Transportation on
Rhyndacus River

It has been known that in ancient
times, river beds provides profound con-
veniences to define route ways, steep
mountains and other obstacles can only be
outdistanced by river gateways." Accord-
ing to the results of committed surveys, it
has been understood that in such business-
es like irrigation, transportation and ship-
ping, Mesopotamian, Anatolian, and Egyp-
tian Rivers (Euphrates (Firat), Tigris (Dicle),
Hallys (Kizilirmak), Iris (Yesilirmak), San-
garius (Sakarya), Maiandros (Biiyitkmen-
deres), Kaystros (Kiigiikmenderes), Her-
mos (Gediz), Seyhan (Sarus), Pyramus

(Ceyhan) ve Nile River particularly) play a
vital role.’?

As to archeological datum, river trans-
portation in Anatolia dates back almost
4.000B.C.B2

In antiquity, some important harbors
and harbor cities are situated on the open-
ings of rivers to procure ready and flowing
transportation to hinterlands.™

There are several ancient resourc-
es and archeological evidences that prove
Rhyndacus River was used in transporta-

11 Okse, 2005: 25.
12 Ekmen, 2015: 48, fig. 1.
13 Ekmen, 2015: 50.

14 For harbor cities and harbor examples see also: Oppenheim,
1954: 6; Casson, 1965: 31-39; Bass, 1972: 1 et al.; Shaw, 1972: 87-
112; Blackman, 1982a: 79-104; 1982b: 185-221; Aktiire, 1996: 64;

Akurgal, 1998: 91 et al.; Héckmann, 2006: 311 et al.; Giindiiz, 2015:
57-116.

tion and trade. Within these findings the
depiction of God in Rhyndacus River can
be shown as an example in the period of
Roman Empire coins that highlights the im-
portance of Rhyndacus River. In the region
of Roman Empire, cities are not independ-
ent from Rome to coin minting. On the other
hand, to keep local identities and traditions
alive, the cities-rivers have place in- make
diverse coinage systems. From these coin-
age systems, economy, social life, architec-
tural moulds, religious elements and multi-
ple datum of the city can be apprehended.’

In certain researches, it has been spot-
ted that some cities in Asia Minor in Archaic
Age used a personification of River God in
77 different coins. It has been also observed
that 116 city coins have River God person-
ification.’ The same examples of this type
of personifications can be seen in the city of
Apollonia ad Rhyndacum.” In the surface

15 The city in Anatolia in ancient times, were located in areas
close to the river banks and water resources, this occasion hap-
pens in parallel to rational needs also, in period interpretation
knowledge, have been considered as sacred and the coins which
city states, empires make, the works of sculpture and mosaics are
described with River God. The people in Anatolia accepted the
idea of River God not because water is an essential part of life,
but rivers are sacred for them (Parla, 2003: 59). Indeed, there are
many resources available to talk about the issue of the sanctity
and rivers in ancient times. In Hesiod's Theogony: “while you are
passing never ending rivers before you put your feet into the water pray!
Then wash your hands in lily water if you try to go without washing
your hands, this angers Gods and you get into trouble” (Hesiodos: 740)
with this sayings it emphasizes the sanctity of the river. Homer’s
Mliad: ... "Meanwhile demigod Achilles was thinking of something else.
He walked away from the woodpile. He cut his yellow bushy hair. He
made his hair long for Sperkheios River. He looked at and said angrily:
this hair is in vain that my father devoted to you, would make sacrifice
for you, would sacrifice 50 goats in your sacred altar where your water
is falling”. (Homer: X1.727; XXI11.140-145) from his words one can
understand how various and abundant sacrifice rituals for rivers.
In ancient sources in river water animal and human hair can be
found. For the sake of River and River Gods please look at other
sacrifice and rituals. (Pausanias: 1. 37.3; VI 41.3,; Herodotos: V 11
113).

16 Sencan Altinoluk, 2005: 232.
17 Sencan Altinoluk, 2005: 225.
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fig. 5

of Apollonia ad Rhyndacum coins, Rhyn-
dacus River God (fig. 5), holds a ship bow
and Genius'™ (Roman God ?), holds rudder

at his hand, are depicted (fig. 6).

These ship bow and rudder illustra-
tions emphasize the river that is used in
shipping."™* Among the attributions of
River Gods upon Roman Imperial Period
coins, it can be seen that holding hands, el-
bow resting, bewelled rim bowl (Hydria?)
are the most common groups. It has been
thought that the bewelled rim bowl stresses
the stream of the river. When it is thought
the habitants of Apollonia ad Rhyndacum
used Rivers to communicate Propontis, the
River attributions of coins carries on impor-
tant to emphasize its existence in their life.”

It is known that the mountain slopes
in Marmara and Black sea region are par-
allel to sea, rather than in Aegean Moun-
tain slopes. The southern Marmara region’s
rivers current is low and has various fields.

18 As there is no Translation in Greek, genius is Roman term. The
concept of genius is a moral existence which born and grow in-
side of an individual. (Bonnefoy, 2000: 315-316; Erhat, 2002: 116).

19 Melville Jones, 1986: 203-204.

20 One of the example of these coins is recorded in Bursa Archel-
ogy Museum. Maximus (236-238 B.C.) Inv. No: 31.47.00.

21 Robert, 1981: 347-352; Sencan Altinoluk, 2005: 223; for the same
examples see also: von Fritze Mys., 1913: 232-236, 246-247, 259-
262.

fig. 6

Mountains are steep and parallel to see, un-
able land transportation from coastal sides
to hinterlands. However thanks to the riy-
ers that have different springs, may be done
accessible transportation and trade fast.

Although rivers used in transporta-
tion and trade made convenient accession,
they made also some problems. Among
these problems, the most distinguishable
one is anti-stream current water flaw which
effects ship movement. To overcome this
problem, different geographies made dif-
ferent solutions. For instance; in Dicle and
Firat River’s northern hinterland sides in
Anatolia are rocky and shallow and winds
blow from north, just as current direction.
This creates problem for ships placed in
southern side of the rivers, they can only be
pulled out by people.”

In Nile River, this problem is solved
by hanging ropes to post amid of a ship and
pulling with helps of windlass system. It
has been known that in Tiber River where
current is low, sail; oar and windlass sys-
tem were used to maintain transportation-”

22 Casson, 2002: 8, fig. 9.

23 Casson, 1965: 31-39; 2002: 145, figs. 94-96; Friedman, 2011:107
et al.
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fig.7

However it has been spotted in geo-
logic, geomorphologic and hydra graphic
surveys, Rhyndacus River and its springs
have low slopes, lack of rain and snow,
River has low tide in summer and winter
times. With decrease of flow rates in Rhyn-
dacus River and its springs in summer and
winter times, the set of current changes. For
this reason, the river that must fall into Pro-
pontis, flows into Uluabat Lake, in reverse
direction.

When the same aforementioned sit-

Y77

uation is thought in Ancient times, Rhyn-
dacus River which flows from Apollonia
to Propontis in spring and autumn times
enables fast transportation and trade* by
flowing in reverse direction in summer and
winter times.” These evidences illustrate
that Rhyndacus River, comparing to other
rivers, has more trade opportunities. These
datum although point out specific results,
they are important to create general view.

It has been followed from its bed pro-
file and topographic maps that some parts

24 With a boat belongs to Bursa Metropolitan Municipality and
can reach shallow water, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin, Dr. Serkan
Giindiiz arrived in Propontis from Apollonia. We are really
thankful to them by providing valuable photos and information.

25 Karahan-Dikbag, 1999: 752-756; Mater et al., 2003: 181-186;
Turoglu-Ciirebal 2005: 64.
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of Rhyndacus River have 40 m width (fig.
8). When changeable situations of river
beds are taking into consideration in thou-
sands of years, Rhyndacus River and its
springs have the same profiles even in to-
day (figs. 9-10). For this reason it has been
spotted that on Rhyndacus River many wa-
ter vehicles are used and it has 40m width

from place to place.

Among the archeological evidences
about ship types in antiquity on Rhyndacus
River, aphlaston® (fig. 7) -adornment ship
figurative- on Apollonia ad Rhyndacum
coins, draws attention. The adornment
which was used in warships in Greek and
Roman periods, was replaced its place on
coins to show symbol of victory and power
after glorious wars.?’ One can understand
from these descriptions seen on Apollonia
ad Rhyndacum coins, the city had its own
warships. However it has been encountered
that aphlaston was also used in some river
boats in ancient times.”? At the same time
the description of boat, placed in hands of a
River God on coins, resembles a trade boat,
rather than a warship.

There is neither archeological evi-
dence nor ancient sources found in Apollo-
nia ad Rhyndacum that could prove there
was a fleet or a naval army. These datum

26 Aphlaston is a bird like figure placed on stern part of a boat
It is believed that this figure has protector abilities and has been
used from 2™ century B.C. It was commonly used on warships
in Greek and Roman periods. For detailed information see alse)'
Casson, 1971: 86, ps.49, 147; Wachsmann, 2009: 29-194, ‘

27 Harl, 1996: 29; Cakir et al., 2012: 74.

28 Lawson, 2004: 144; Wachsmann, 2009: 178-179 6 ]
figs. 12.4. » higs. 8.26; 197,

are other supportive elements of ot thesis

The type of the boats on the descrip-
tion of a boat on coins cannot be under.
stood. However it can be interpreted from
historical sources and events. A.D. 257/8,
Goths, coming from Black Sea, attacked
Bithynia. While they were heading to Cy-
zicus to attack, the flood happened in Rhy-
ndacus and this forced them to turn back,
they attacked Nicaea and Nicomedia and

looted them.?

From this information, there was ng
bridge at that time which has been used tg
pass through Rhyndacus River by Goths,
In this occasions A.D. 257/8, sailboats and
merchant ships were used easily on the Riv-
er. However in present day, it can be ob-
served that there is a bridge, which is de-
voted to Constantine the Great (fig. 11). The
bridge built after A.D. 257/8,% can merely
be passed by oared ships without sail or the
ships-codicarias (fig. 12) commonly used in
Roman Imperial Period. Codicarias are de-
scribed as boats, which have various abil-
ities to use both directions of the rivers.”
In the middle of the ship, which it can be
used with oars and sail, there is a post, to
pass from the bridges it can be laid down
to the bow. Also, there is a windlass placed
in stern that enables to move easily on re-
versed direction of stream. With these spe-
cial abilities, it is obvious that these types of

29 Vassius, 1814: 20; Hasluck, 1910: 78.
30 Hasluck, 1910: 78.

31 Casson, 1965: 32-39; 2002: 138, 145-146, figs. 94, 96-97; Aldrete;
2004: 199-200, figs. 12.4; Friedman, 2011: 138 et al.
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fig. 11

ships enable greater conveniences for both
sub-section of bridges and the places where

current is high.

Although there is no evidence about
these types of ships in archeological exca-
vations, the city coins is an indirect symbol
of transportation used in Rhyndacus Riv-
er. Again, in the city coins, there is a helical
description under Rhyndacus -lays length-
wise- resembles a kline.

Although it is thought from under
Rhyndacus’s left elbow, there is a water
flowing bowl, the helical description placed
in Rhyndacus’s hand should be a water ve-
hicle, thus, water leaking from bowl direct-
ly flows into the underside of helical de-

scription under Rhyndacus.

When looked carefully to a coin, the
joints of rope in mentioned description are

fig. 12

linked with raft lumber. For this reason it is
thought on coin visuals that other ships and
rafts were also used in ship building,.

Thus the description of ship on Ryhn-
dacus coin used in transportation and ship-
ping has immense similarities with the ship
in Akkadian language “kalakku” in Anami
language “kalak”* used on rivers. It is a
kind of raft and is called “kelek”™ (figs. 13-
14) in Anatolia. This simple raft type was
used and is used in Mesopotamian and
Anatolian cities from Ancient times to pres-
ent day.™

Rhyndacus River used in trade and
transportation and it can be shown in some
products claimed as found in Dorak An-
cient City placed in the south of Apollonian

32 Bass, 1995: 1421 et al,; Streck, 2006: 129,

33 In Ottoman Empire ships used on river and lake transportation
are called Tombaz\ Tonbaz (Yagayanlar, 2015: 170 ps. 38). In Ot
mnuﬂummu-mmmny-hipuhtmwmdmm
efficiently (Yagayanlar, 2015: 170).

M Postgate, 1992 178 et al.; Casson, 2002: 3, fig, 2; Meintosh, 2005
140; Streck, 2006: 129-130; Duymug Florioti, 2012: 148; Doru, 2013
160-167; Tag, 2015: 413-428.
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fig. 13

Lake.® Amber arrived from Baltic and ivo-
ry imported from Egypt in 2.300 B.C., have
exotic value among commercial products.
In ancient times when land transportation
is thought to be full of dangerous events,
shipping is the fastest and the trustworthi-
est and these products are delivered to the
city on Rhyndacus River easily.

The first datum about commercial ac-
tivities and products on Rhyndacus River
come from an ancient writer Theophrastos
lived in 350-287 B.C. In his work “The His-
tory of Plants” (De Historia Plantarum) he
describes tress are breed and used in ship
building in Asia Minor, Cilicia, Sinope,
Amisos, not abundant in Mysia Olympus
(Uludag) and Mount Ida (HP 5.1.5).

In ship building the trees especially
pines and fins that can be found easily and
their shapes are flat and thick, are the most
favorable ones according to Theophras-

35 In Dorak ancient city two chest tombs belong to two kings with
findings inside, and two pithos of servants were found and pub-
lished by James Mellaart (Mellaart, 1959: 754-757). However the
information of tombs and their findings are the only only drawn-
ings of Mellaart. It is a suspicious situation that only Mellaart
found tombs and had no eye witnesses and. there were not atx;y
special collections in any museums. The publications and hypoth-
eses which are given are attributed Mellaart’s statements.

36 Mellaart, 1971: 351-405.
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ropontis

fig. 14

tos (HP 5.1.5). Besides this he makes some

quality distinctions regarding regions. First

ranks for carpenters in Hellas, the smooth

flat-grained resin trees imported from Mac-

edonia are the best ones. In second rank,

the trees coming from Pontus, in third rank

from Rhyndacus (HP 5.2).¥ He also men-

tiones bay trees, myrtle trees that are abun-

dant in Olympus Mountain (HP 4.5.3).

Pliny the Elder gives similar expressions,

he adds Mithridates VI and his nation make
this tree planting as a ritual, because of re-
ligious beliefs in Pontus and Pantikapaion,
planting is made with great ambition (NH
16.137). These growing trees are also used
in exportation and take their places in Pro-
pontis’s luxury exportation components
(HP 4.5.3).* From this information the trees
grown in Olympus with Rhyndacus River
are sent to Propontis.

Inadequacy of archeological excava-
tions in the region, limit our knowledge
about river and transportations. Although
from Byzantium Period only place names
and political events are available, commer-
cial products and knowledge about the riv-

37 Hannestad, 2007: 93.
38 Hannestad, 2007: 97.
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er are not reachable yet.” However in Ot-
toman Empire on Rhyndacus River such
products like bull pine, larch, Turkish pine,
ozk tree, horn beam, linden tree, thorn ap-
ple, juniper, plane tree, white alder, silver
poplar, ash tree, elm tree, fir tree, white wil-
low trees are used in various market pur-
poses. In Ottoman Empire among marketed
products like crawfish, caviar, melon, wa-
termelon, vinegar and several fish can be

seen as examples in committed surveys.”

The last knowledge about the trade on
Rhyndacus River comes from Charles Tex-
ier. In his work- Asia Minor, written in 19
century- he explains some trees grown in
Mysia Olympos and snow are shipped to Is-
tanbul on Rhyndacus River.* Texier, one of
the parts of his memories reaching to Lake
Apollonia from Propontis with French boat,
explains from place to place river is shallow
and sometimes they use man power to pull
the boat from the coast. Texier also men-
tions some direction signs which show the
danyerous places or places should be gone
on the River, Y He further maintains that on
river there is a village called harbor and in
there, office takes toll. This explanations-
direction signs and harbor office- show that
even in 19" century Rhyndacus River was

being used actively,

P4 Yagayanbar, 2015 lrﬁ
A4 Yagayanlar, 2015 1649 180
41 Terier, 2002 140, 213
A7 Vewier, 20002 2440243,

Conclusion

It has been understood fropy, a1che.
ological evidences and historics) Fetoreds
that Rhyndacus River was used in 75,
portation and trade from Archaic Age il
19" century. However, there are neg specif.
ic sources about shipping vehicles uwed i,
River and almost no records about ¢fp.
yards and ships. Until the late periods of
Ottoman Empire*” and in mid 20™ centy-
ry in parallel to advancing technology, the
variety of transportation vehicles lose their
importance on Rhyndacus River. There are
no detailed archeological excavations ongo-
ing in both coastal side of the river and the
city Apollonia ad Rhyndacum.

The committed surveys on the river
are only surface detections. Of course, the
excavations and findings, which will be
done in the future, will show great deal of
evidences about the river, transportation
vehicles and the city itself.

43 Robert, 1980: 52.
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